Summer 2017

News from the City of Crest Hill, Illinois
From Mayor Soliman
Dear residents,
I am glad that since we had all the rain in April and May that we are finally enjoying the beautiful summer
weather. Please be safe and enjoy all of your summer vacations and activities as school will soon be back
in session. We are also looking forward to another mild winter as we have had in the past couple of years.
The summer months bring us many road projects in which we are currently completing a total
reconstruction of four blocks of Wilcox Street along with new water main installation. We are also in the
process of making major improvements to the intersection of Weber Road and Caton Farm Road which will
include new turning lanes, new traffic signals, and total reconstruction of Caton Farm Road from Perinar
Drive to the bridge on the west.
Also this summer, major improvements will be made to the intersection of Gaylord Road and Division Street which include new turning
radiuses and new traffic signalization at this intersection. These improvements, as with several other street projects completed over
the past 8 years, are upgrades to an aging infrastructure and are part of the City’s 5 year road plan. I understand the inconvenience, but
I thank you for your patience. Hopefully, all these improvements will improve the flow of traffic and safety and help spur economic
development along the Weber Road corridor.
With the municipal election behind us, we certainly want to thank Charles Convery and Candi Thuringer for their years of service to the
City of Crest Hill and wish them good health and good luck in all their future endeavors. We welcome our City Administrator Heather
McGuire and our Police Chief Ed Clark into their permanent positions. We also welcome Alderman Nate Albert and Alderman Marco
Coladiepietro as our new members of the City Council. We wish all these individuals good luck and success in their new roles.
We are also planning on constructing a new Public Works facility on City owned property on Oakland Avenue. A space needs analysis
was conducted along with conceptual drawings in preparation for the design of this facility. We will carefully consider all of our
options, be fiscally responsible, and choose the most cost effective option in regards to long term benefits for all of our employees and
residents.
We are excited and proud to announce Amazon as one of our newest businesses in the City of Crest Hill. I am sure that you have noticed
the activity and several million dollars of improvements being made to the newest building in the Crest Hill Business Park along
Division Street. Amazon will provide many new job opportunities as this business is planning to begin operations in the Fall of 2017.
As always, I hope that this newsletter is informative to you and I am looking forward to a year of growth and prosperity for the City of
Crest Hill that will improve the quality of life for all of our residents and visitors. Please feel free to contact me at 815-741-5123 with
any comments or suggestions that you may have.

Raymond R. Soliman
Mayor
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CITY CLERK’S OFFICE

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Vicki Hackney
City Clerk
815-741-5100

DEVELOPMENT IN MOTION

City Clerk’s Office Hours: Monday through Friday
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

CREST HILL INFORMATIONAL BOOKLETS

Scott R. McMaster
Economic Development & Zoning Manager

815-741-5107

HUGE ADDITION TO BUSINESS PARK

The new city website allows for residents and businesses to find,
complete and print relevant forms and applications.

The Crest Hill Business Park has a new tenant. And it’s huge! The
City of Crest Hill is certainly excited Amazon will be occupying
nearly 450,000 square feet of space on Division Street. We know
the Amazon name and brand will bring opportunity and much
attention to the Crest Hill community. Amazon will be opening
in October and is expected to createseveral hundred jobs. Stay
tuned for more details.

VOTER REGISTRATION

O’REILLY AUTO PARTS UP AND RUNNING

Booklets are available free of charge at the Clerk’s Office and
provide valuable information about the City of Crest Hill.

FORMS AND APPLICATIONS

Voter registration is available through the City Clerk’s Office. To
register, you must be 18 years of age and a resident of Illinois
and in the election precinct for 30 days prior to the next
election. Two forms of ID are required confirming your current
address.

The new O’Reilly Auto Parts store has just opened at 2480
Plainfield Road. After the long awaited development and
overcome obstacles, O’Reilly Auto Parts plans to make its mark
in Crest Hill as one of the better producing stores in the area. The
store is open daily from 7:30 a.m. to 10 p.m.

CLERK’S OFFICE FREE SHRED DAY

FRIACO’S BRINGS TACO BAR

On June 17, the City Clerk’s Office along with volunteers held
another successful Free Shred Day. 8,000 pounds (4 tons) of
paper was shredded, 2,000 pounds more than last year. A
special thank you to the Free Shred Day Sponsor Abe Katz, who
is the owner of the Hillcrest Shopping Center.

In an effort to revitalize the strip center, a new management
company has taken over the building on Renwick just east of
Weber Road. What once used to house a few vacant units now is
home to Friaco’s Mexican Restaurant. The Crest Hill location is
Friaco’s third location, with other locations in Aurora and
Shorewood. Continuing on in the strip center is Papa John’s
Pizza who has found tremendous success at this location.
Additionally, a new fitness facility and a new restaurant will
occupy space in the strip center to make it nearly 100% capacity.
To help promote the businesses, the strip center will be adding a
new sign along Renwick Road.
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RICKY ROCKETS COMING SOON
In August of 2016, a developer purchased the property at the
northwest corner of Weber Road and Division Street with the
hopes of putting a substantial commercial development there.
What has been proposed is called Ricky Rockets Fuel Station.
The proposed commercial center will allow for 32 fueling bays
for vehicles and a first class car wash along with an 8,000 square
foot convenience center. In addition, a new 12,000 square foot
strip center will house a diner, full service restaurant, and a
gaming facility.
The city is working through the details with the developer and
hopes to have the entire commercial facility up and running by
the spring of 2019.

GET WITH THE PROGRAM
The City of Crest Hill has created and introduced its very first
Economic Development and Incentive Program. This program is
designed to keep existing businesses and attract new businesses to the City of Crest Hill. Current businesses operating in the
city limits now have the opportunity to explore a Façade
Improvement Grant platform that allows for help from the city
on signage and landscaping improvements.
Additionally, the City of Crest Hill is working on developing two
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) districts. Incentives such as TIF
districts are a huge development vehicle in attracting and
building new businesses in Crest Hill.

WELCOME TO ALL NEW SMALL BUSINESSES
In the United States, small businesses make up nearly 99.5% of
the market share in the U.S. economy and are the driving force
of this country. That is why the City of Crest Hill celebrates every
new business that makes its home here, no matter the size. In
the first two quarters of 2017, the City of Crest Hill welcomed 27
new businesses and 125 new jobs.

FROM THE BLUE LINE
Ed Clark
Chief of Police
815-741-5115

ON THE BEAT
Investigator David L. Reavis, Jr. was promoted to Sergeant on
June 11, 2017. Anthony Smith, Jr. and Michael Brown joined the
Crest Hill Police Department and were sworn in on June 21,
2017.
After serving 30 years in law enforcement, Sergeant Thomas
Evanoff retired from the Crest Hill Police Department in May.

COP ON A ROOFTOP
On May 19, law enforcement officers throughout the state of
Illinois staked out the rooftops of 277 Dunkin Donuts locations
from 5 a.m. to 2 p.m. to raise money for the Special Olympics of
Illinois. The Crest Hill Police Department alone brought in over
$2,500 while participating at Dunkin Donuts located at 1724 N
Plainfield Road. In total, Illinois law enforcement raised more
than $670,000 this year for the athletes of Special Olympics
Illinois making it a record year.

CARRYING THE TORCH
On June 4, law enforcement officers across Illinois took to the
streets, highways, and roads of the state, carrying the torch
(“Flame of Hope”) to help raise funds for their hometown sports
heroes—the athletes of Special Olympics Illinois. About 3,000
officers representing every branch of law enforcement covered
the different legs of the Illinois Law Enforcement Torch Run®.
On Monday, June 5, the Crest Hill Police Department was part of
the leg of the run that started at Route 53 and Caton Farm Road,
meandering through the City of Crest Hill and ending at St. Joe’s
Park in Joliet, spanning nearly 6 miles.
Since beginning three decades ago, the Law Enforcement Torch
Run® has since grown into the largest fundraising vehicle for
Special Olympics Illinois, raising nearly $43 million over 31
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years, while increasing awareness of Special Olympics Illinois
athletes and their accomplishments.

PUBLIC WORKS
Tony Torres
Director of Public Works

SAFETY FIRST

815-723-8671

The City of Crest Hill has a low crime rate. The bad news is that
we are not crime free. Here are a few things to consider as we all
work together to reduce our low crime rate even further:

PROTECTING AGAINST MOSQUITOS

• An unlocked vehicle, even in your own driveway,
provides a very easy opportunity for a criminal. A
criminal can quietly open the car door and search
through the vehicle for popular items like cell phones,
IPads, laptops and loose change. Even if you lock your
vehicle, remember not to leave valuables in your car.
• Open doors, open garages and open storage sheds also
provide opportunities for would-be thieves. Besides
keeping these spaces locked, other remedies such as
installing motion detector lights and security systems
are important, proactive steps that you can take to
reduce crime.
• Crest Hill residents are encouraged to call the Police
Department with information about any suspicious
activity that you may observe. Even if it ultimately
turns out to be completely innocent activity, it is always
better to be cautious. Crimes in progress or suspected
criminal activity in progress should be reported
immediately to 9-1-1. With all of us working together,
we can make Crest Hill a safer community for all of us
to enjoy.

Now that the summer season is upon us, the nuisance mosquitos
are at their prime. To help relieve the mosquito infestation and
abate frequent mosquito breeding the City has contracted with
Clarke to help manage mosquito habitat. Clarke is a national
recognized expert in mosquito control and performs periodic
spraying for mosquito abatement throughout the city.
The City recognizes that mosquito infestation can be a public
health issue and has taken a proactive approach to help eliminate
nuisance and disease-carrying mosquitos in the community.
Mosquitos can carry West Nile and the Zika virus among other
things. Clarke uses only Organic Materials in controlling mosquitos that are not harmful to the environment and rigorously
complies with EPA standards.
Residents can do their part in reducing mosquito-breeding
habitats by removing any stagnant water sources such as:
• Bird baths
• Old tires
• Down spout drains
• Pools (kiddy or abandoned)
• Pet drinking bowls

WATER CONSERVATION
The following water restrictions are in place for City of Crest Hill
water customers during May 10 through September 10 per the
city of Crest Hill code of ordinances, chapter 13.06:
The odd/even system that the City mandates is a good rule of
thumb. Odd numbered addresses water on odd numbered days
only. Even numbered addresses water on even numbered days
only.
The following outdoor watering tips are intended to help with
the growing conservation challenge in the United States. Roughly
8 billion gallons of water per day are devoted to lawn and
landscape irrigation, a volume equivalent to 14 billion six-packs
of beer. Forward-thinking water-saving strategies can help
address these water conservation issues.
Continued
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• If you water your lawn every day, you are encouraging
shallow roots. Water fewer days per week and enough
for 1- inch deep in the soil. This will encourage deeper
root growth and a healthier lawn.
• Watering early in the day helps reduce the likelihood of
fungus growth and sun damage, it is recommended to
water your lawn between 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
Typically, it is less windy in the mornings. Don't use
sprinklers on windy days. It results in uneven watering
and over spray onto sidewalks and pavement.
• Don’t mow your grass during droughts. Cut grass loses
lots of moisture through cut blades and turns brown if
you don’t water it. So don’t cut. General rule during hot,
dry summers is, don’t cut the grass until it rains two days
in a row.
• Cut your grass at the highest recommended height for
your grass. Taller grass shades and cools the ground,
reducing moisture loss. In a drought, taller grass always
stays greener longer than shorter grass.
• Apply a three-inch layer of mulch or compost around
plants to reduce evaporation, promote plant growth,
and reduce weeds. Keep mulch a few inches away from
tree trunks to prevent rot.

The city of Crest Hill is asking for your cooperation in not watering
your lawn outside of the restricted hours. These restrictions are
necessary to maintain water reserves for public health needs and
fire protection.

NEW WELL HOUSE
On Thursday June 8th, in coordination with Gaskill and Walton
Contractors, Metropolitan Industries, and Stevenson Crane the
Public Works department welcomed the delivery of the new Well
House to Elrose Court. The delivery of the well house is one of the
final steps of the multi-year project that also sees the creation of
a new police impound lot, and significant upgrades to the Public
Works storage building. The 40,000lb building was built at the

Metropolitan Industries facility in Romeoville, then craned onto a
semi, and delivered to Elrose Ct. with a Crest Hill Police escort.
The four-room building includes separate chemical rooms for safe
storage of chemicals away from sensitive electrical equipment.
The operations room give city staff the ability to see what the
current PH, Chlorine, and Fluoride readings are along with seeing
how much water the well is producing. The standalone electric
room does is temperature controlled to keep the equipment
running efficiently. The well that was existing on site was
upgraded to produce between 540-575 gallons per minute from
the 250 GPM it was producing.
These upgrades will allow city staff to continue to produce
quality drinking water for the residents of the City of Crest Hill.

PAVING THE WAY
The five-year-old 2012 pavement rating assessment was updated
and completed by the City in April 2017. The pavement surface
evaluation and rating utilized a formal technique prescribed by
the PASER Asphalt Roads Manual. Pavement ratings are based on
four major categories of common asphalt pavement surface
distress:
• Surface defects (Raveling, flushing, polishing).
• Surface deformation (rutting, rippling/shoving, settling,
frost heave).
• Cracks (transverse, reflection, slippage, longitudinal,
alligator).
• Patches & potholes

This assessment is targeting the streets with ratings of five or less
and require surface maintenance.
The following streets that fell within this range and are scheduled for the 2017 MFT Street Maintenance Projects are listed
below:
•
•
•
•
•

Hoffman Street
Caton Crest Dr.
Caton Crest Ct.
Eldorado Dr.
Jayce Ct.
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IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Emergency: Police, Fire or Ambulance DIAL911
Illinois Poison Center

800-222-1222

Police Department
(Non-Emergency)

815-741-5115

Fire Department
Lockport
Plainfield

815-838-3287
815-838-3287
815-936-5335

White Oak Library

815-725-0234

Lockport Park District
Crest Hill Office

815-838-3621
815-741-2964

JULIE (Underground Locator)
ComEd
Nicor
AT&T
Comcast
Allied/Republic Services

800-892-0123
800-334-7661
888-642-6748
800-ATT-2020
866-594-1234
815-723-3200

Joliet Animal Control

815-725-0333

WILL COUNTY OFFICES
Will County Land Use Dept.

815-727-8430

Will County Office Building

815-222-5515

Will County Clerk

815-740-4615

Will County Treasurer

815-740-4675

Will County Health Dept.

815-727-8480

SENIOR CITIZENS

Senior Services Center of Will County
800-892-1412
Illinois Dept. on Aging
800-252-8966
Illinois Dept. on Aging (after hours)
800-252-8966
Will County Sheriff’s Police TRIAD
815-727-5678
AARP
312-458-3631
Medicare
800-633-4227
SHIP- Senior Health Insurance Program
800-548-9034
(free consulting for alternative Medicare plans)

VETERANS

Metro Veteran Center
Veterans Assistance of Will County
Hines Hospital
US Dept. of Veteran’s Affairs

CITY CLERK
Vicki Hackney
815-741-5100
WARD 1
John Vershay
815-726-4049
Scott Dyke
815-726-7905
WARD 2
Claudia Gazal
630-915-7449
Barbara Sklare
815-725-0479

708-383-3225
815-740-8389
708-202-8387
800-827-1000

MAYOR
Raymond R. Soliman
815-726-5846

TREASURER
Glen Conklin
815-355-1579
WARD 3
Tina Oberlin
815-953-4257
Marco Coladipietro
815-940-4156
WARD 4
Tom Inman
815-609-0636
Nate Albert
815-791-7495

The City Update is published for residents and businesses of the City of Crest Hill.
Please address comments to the Office of the City Administrator, City Hall, City of Crest Hill, 1610 Plainfield Road, Crest Hill, Il 60403.
Comments can also be sent to webadmin@cityofcresthill.com or you can call 815-741-5100. City Hall hours: M-F 8 a.m. to 5p.m.
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