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Fall 2018

News from the City of Crest Hill, Illinois

From Mayor Soliman
Dear residents,
I hope that you had a wonderful Thanksgiving with family and friends and are truly grateful for all the blessings in
your life. I also hope that you enjoyed our third annual Winter Fest which was held on November 24. This was a
fun, family evening with many activities including a visit with Santa Claus, hayrack rides, food, and music for the
holiday season. I thoroughly enjoyed our City Tree Lighting Ceremony with the assistance of my special helpers…
We welcome Tom Migatz as our new Public Works Director, who was hired on July 16, 2018. Tom worked for the
City of Elgin for 23 years, where he began as a laborer and worked in various areas of Public Works finally reaching
the role of Supervisor. He most recently worked for the City of Woodstock for 3 years as the Assistant Director of
Public Works. He brings a wealth of Public Works experience to our City and a new outlook for our Public Works
Department. I am confident that he will be an asset to our City for many years to come.
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As a direct result of the successful passage of the 2012 Sales Tax Referendum, we once again will be mailing a Property Tax Rebate Check to all
property owners in the City of Crest Hill. This will be the sixth year that we will issue the rebate checks which you should receive around March 17,
2019. This check will be a rebate of 25% of the municipal portion of your property tax bill.
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As we continue to address our long term aging infrastructure needs, many road projects were completed in 2018. Storm water project
improvements were made in the 1700 and 1800 blocks of Root Street to alleviate surface rainwater and improve drainage in the area. This project
was long overdue but will be a tremendous improvement to remove water during heavy rainfalls. Our goal is to continue making improvements
in this area when funding is available. We also thank Will County Storm Water Management for their $20,000 grant to assist in this project. We
also completed a major road project on the 1700 and 1800 blocks of Marlboro Lane. Due to many water main breaks in this area, the project
addressed a complete rehabilitation of the roadway and the installation of a new water main.
Over the summer, City Council rejected all bids for a new Public Works building and decided to re-bid over the winter months in hopes of receiving
more competitive bids for this project. Our goal is to break ground in March of 2019 and become operational in the Fall.
In September of 2018, the City of Crest Hill purchased 19 acres of property behind the Crest Hill Library and City Council will be discussing the
possibility of building a new City Hall and a new Police Station on this property over the next several years, as recommended by the residents in
our Comprehensive Plan. We will carefully consider all of our options, be fiscally responsible, and choose the most cost effective option in regards
to long term viability for all of our employees and residents. This site will centrally locate municipal services for all of our residents. Our long
range vision would be to sell the property that we currently own in hopes of a new economic development for a very marketable piece of
property.
As always, I hope that this newsletter is informative to you. I am looking forward to another year of growth and prosperity for the City of Crest Hill
that will improve the quality of life for all of our residents and visitors. Please feel free to contact me at 815-741-5123 with any comments or
suggestion that you may have.

I wish all of our residents a most joyous and blessed Merry Christmas and a healthy and Happy New Year!

Raymond R. Soliman
Mayor

visit us @ www.cityofcresthill.com
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CITY CLERK’S OFFICE
Vicki Hackney
City Clerk
815-741-5100

City Clerk’s Office Hours: Monday through Friday
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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PETITION PACKETS AVAILABLE FOR THE APRIL 2,
2019 CONSOLIDATED ELECTION
Interested in running for City Council? Petition packets
are available for pickup for those seeking office in the City
Clerk’s Office. Packets for the April 2, 2019 Consolidated
Election are available until December 17, 2018. The
Clerk’s Office is located in City Hall, 1610 Plainfield Road.
Office hours are Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m.
until 4:30 p.m. Petition packets must be filed between
December 10th and December 17th, 2018. Crest Hill
residents will be voting for the following offices:
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Alderman/Alderwoman – Ward One
( 1 office – 4 year term)
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Alderman/Alderwoman – Ward Two
(1 office – 4 year term)
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Alderman/Alderwoman – Ward Three
(1 office – 4 year term)
Alderman/Alderwoman – Ward Four
(1 office – 4 year term)

VOTER REGISTRATION
Voter Registration is available through the City Clerk’s
Office. To register, you must be 18 years of age by the
date of the next election and a resident of Illinois. Two
forms of ID are required; one displaying your current
name and address and the other to verify your name.
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2019 ANIMAL TAGS
The 2019 Animal Tags will go on sale Wednesday, January
2, 2019. Renewal letters will be mailed to residents
during the last week of December 2018. The cost of
animal tags are $5.00 each. Per City Ordinance, all
residents owning or who have custody of a dog or cat
must register the pet with the City Clerk’s Office. There is
a restriction on the number of dogs and cats allowed per
residence. Per the ordinance there should not be more
than a combined total of four dogs and/or cats at a single
property at any time.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
DEVELOPMENT IN MOTION
Scott R. McMaster
Economic Development & Zoning Manager

815-741-5107

NEW TIF DISTRICT DEVELOPMENTS
When the new Tax Increment Finance (TIF) districts were
set into place in the fall of 2017, the phone at City Hall
started ringing. Many developers with viable businesses
got wind of what was happening in Crest Hill and wanted
to be a part of it. Developers began buying available lots
around the library on Weber Road with the promise of gas
stations and restaurants. Speedway is bringing a
large-scale gas station with a convenience store and café
to the corner of Patrick Drive and Weber Road with
construction slated to begin in spring 2019.
Additionally, Fuller’s Car Wash is coming to Crest Hill.
Located at 1804 Larkin Avenue, Fuller’s has
already begun the process to bring a hi-tech, state of the
art car wash facility to the Plainfield Road/Larkin Avenue
TIF district. This development will inspire revitalization
along the corridor.
THE GROWTH OF SMALL BUSINESS
Small business is the cornerstone of America. Crest

visit us @ www.cityofcresthill.com

FINAL w bleeds .pdf

3

10/15/18

12:50 PM

Hill continues to see interest from small businesses of all
types. In 2017, 32 small businesses opened in Crest Hill
bringing with them over 200 jobs. 2018 is on pace to
bring in even more. What’s more, many of the successful
small businesses already in Crest Hill want to stay in this
community and expand.
Some of the newer businesses that opened in 2018 you
will see around the City include:
• Bricks & Minifigs (A LEGO® resale store) located
20649 Renwick Road
• Workout Anytime located 16129 Weber Road
• Motivation Fitness located 1815 Knapp Drive
• Serenity Wellness Center located 1839 Knapp
Drive
• Tracy’s Bistro located 2220 Plainfield Road
• Grandeur Salon & Spa located 1807 Knapp Drive
Please make sure you support your community by
supporting its local small businesses.

FROM THE BLUE LINE
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Ed Clark
Chief of Police
815-741-5115
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POLICE NEWS
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August 29, 2018 marked the start of another year of DARE
(Drug Abuse Resistance Education) by the Crest Hill Police
Department in local middle schools. Officer Heidi Outlaw
teaches 4th and 5th grade students about the dangers of
drugs and ways to avoid them. Classes also discuss other
important issues including bullying. The Department has
taught D.A.R.E. for over two decades and schools annually
mark completion of this program with graduation
ceremonies.
WINTER DRIVING TIPS
Severe weather can be both frightening and dangerous
for automobile travel. Motorists should know the safety
rules for dealing with winter road emergencies. The Police
Department reminds motorists to be cautious while
driving in adverse weather.
3

• Avoid driving while you are fatigued. Getting
the proper amount of rest before taking on
winter weather tasks reduces driving risks.
• Never warm up a vehicle in an enclosed area,
such as a garage.
• Make certain your tires are properly inflated.
• Never mix radial tires with other tire types.
• Keep your gas tank at least half-full to avoid gas
line freeze-up.
• If possible, avoid using your parking brake in
cold, rainy and snowy weather.
• Do not use cruise control when driving on any
slippery surface (wet, ice, sand).
• Always look and steer where you want to go.
• Use your seat belt every time you get into your
vehicle.
Tips for driving in the snow:
• Accelerate and decelerate slowly. Applying the
gas slowly to accelerate is the best method for
regaining traction and avoiding skids. Do not
try to get moving in a hurry. Take time to slow
down for a stoplight. Remember: It takes longer
to slow down on icy roads.
• Drive slowly. Everything takes longer on
snow-covered roads. Accelerating, stopping,
and turning – nothing happens as quickly as on
dry pavement. Give yourself time to maneuver
by driving slowly.
• The normal dry pavement following distance of
three to four seconds should be increased to
eight to ten seconds. This increased margin of
safety will provide the longer distance needed
if you have to stop.
• Know your brakes. Whether you have antilock
brakes or not, the best way to stop is threshold
breaking. Keep the heel of your foot on the floor
and use the ball of your foot to apply firm,
steady pressure on the brake pedal.

visit us @ www.cityofcresthill.com
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HOLIDAY SHOPPING TIPS
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• Do not stop if you can avoid it. There is a big
difference in the amount of inertia it takes to
start moving from a full stop versus how much it
takes to get moving while still rolling. If you can
slow down enough to keep rolling until a traffic
light changes, do it.
• Do not power up hills. Applying extra gas on
snow-covered roads just starts your wheels
spinning. Try to get a little inertia going before
you reach the hill and let that inertia carry you to
the top. As you reach the crest of the hill, reduce
your speed and proceed downhill as slowly as
possible.
• Do not stop going up a hill. There is nothing
worse than trying to get moving up a hill on an
icy road. Get some inertia going on a flat
roadway before you take on the hill.
• Stay home. If you really do not have to go out,
don’t. Even if you can drive well in the snow, not
everyone else can. Don’t tempt fate: If you do
not have somewhere you have to be, watch the
snow from indoors.
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As the holidays approach, many of us do a lot more
shopping than we normally do. Unfortunately, there
are people that may take advantage of your good will.
Here are a few things to consider before making holiday
purchases.
Online Shopping
While shopping online it is advisable to use familiar
web sites like Amazon or Walmart rather than a
Google search. This allows you to verify you are shopping
with a reputable company. Be aware of misspellings.
Criminals change the .com to a .net in an effort to steal
your money without actually providing a product.
Never use your debit card online. If you give out your bank
account information and discover you’ve given it to a
fraudulent retailer, your bank may freeze your account
until this situation is resolved, which may take some time.
Instead, make purchases with your credit card or PayPal.
Credit cards have indemnity clauses to prevent holding you
4

accountable for fraudulent purchases. Also look for the
lock icon on the webpage indicating security encryption.
This is a safety feature that makes it more difficult for
thieves to steal your information. Never give out your
social security number or birthday when making a
purchase. Unless you are opening a new line of credit,
retailers do not need to know this personal information.
Check your credit card and bank statements often. Many
banks and credit card companies have a mobile application
you can use on your smart phone. Mobile apps allow you
to check your balance and purchases on the go. Purchase
virus protection for your PC and use strong passwords.
Lastly, after you have ordered online, track your
deliveries. If you know you will not be home, have
packages delivered to you at work or to a family
member that is home. This will deter thieves from
stealing purchases from your door while you are at
work.
Shopping In Person
Be aware of your surroundings. If you see something
that makes you uncomfortable notify security. Park in
well lit areas. Avoid carrying large amounts of cash. Use
credit cards or bank checks when possible. When
shopping at multiple stores secure purchases in the
trunk of your vehicle. Always lock your doors. Many
thefts occur because people simply did not lock their
doors.
Be safe and have a happy holiday!
PUBLIC WORKS
You bag it and we’ll snag it
This fall, the City of Crest Hill Public Works Department is
reminding all residents to bag their leaves as part of our
leaf pickup program. This program is designed to make it
easy for you to dispose of unwanted leaves.
Something as simple as mismanaged leaves can
contribute to big problems
As fall rolls around, many of us will be raking leaves to
keep our lawns and community looking good. Unfortunately, leaves left in the streets can become a big problem.
Leaves that find their way into our rivers contribute to

visit us @ www.cityofcresthill.com
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excessive algae growth, which pollutes our river, makes it
smell and look bad, and keeps us from enjoying it when
spring rolls around. Loose leaves can also clog our storm
drains and contribute to localized flooding.
To participate in our leaf collection program, simply
purchase kraft paper bags at a local retailer, put your
leaves into the bags and place the bags at the curb.
Bagged leaves will be picked up weekly until
November . Leaves will not be picked up if they are not
bagged in kraft paper bags or in an approved receptacle
clearly marked “yard waste”.
Together, we can keep our community looking good and
our rivers healthy.
Winter Weather and the Chilly Reality Of Potholes
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Each year, winter weather presents a variety of challenges
motorists would prefer to avoid. Likely, the most troubling
of these is the number of potholes that seem to creep up
on our daily travels without warning.
Potholes form when water enters cracks in the road
surface, expanding and damaging the surface as it freezes.
Cars further damage the roadway forming a pothole that
only increases in size without attention.
Members of Crest Hill Public Works fill potholes at various
times throughout the year, paying particular attention
during winter months whenever possible. Cold weather
prevents them from using hot-mix asphalt, a material that
provides a more permanent repair so your help in identifying areas of attention is very important.
Please contact Public Works at 815-741-5108 to report
potholes that need attention. Crewmembers are usually
able to make repairs within twenty-four hours.
Plows, Plows...Everywhere

exceed one inch. Safety is our number one mission when
it comes to snow removal and with that mission in mind,
we would like to remind residents of a couple things that
will help keep our roads safe:
• Parking is prohibited on Crest Hill streets when
snow accumulations are 2 inches or more. Cars
parked on streets during snowstorms create
hazardous conditions during the snowstorm and
after the storm has concluded. Cars parked on
Crest Hill streets will be ticketed and towed if not
moved from the street in a timely manner. If you
have limited parking space try talking with your
neighbors to see if they can help free up some
room for you to store your vehicle while the City
snow crews work to clear the roadways.
• Blowing or shoveling snow to the street from
your driveway apron is also prohibited by City
ordinance. Snow deposited in the street from
driveways will freeze creating an icy condition on
the roadway. Additionally, the snow you push to
the street will often end up back in your drive
way or your neighbors when plows make their
next pass.
• If you find yourself behind a plow truck, please
do not try to pass it. For your safety, stay back at
least 75 feet from the rear of the truck.
If a City plow truck damages your parkway or mailbox
contact Public Works at 815-741-5108 in order to file a
work request. If your mailbox is damaged by a plow it will
be inspected, repaired, or replaced as soon as time permits
with a standard Post Master approved mailbox and wood
post. Parkway damage will be repaired in the spring.

The Crest Hill Public Works Department is responsible for
plowing and salting a total of 57 miles of roadway. We
typically use a total of six plow trucks to accomplish
clearing snow from all arterial and residential streets.
Plowing generally begins when snow accumulations
5
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IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Emergency: Police, Fire or Ambulance DIAL911

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

Illinois Poison Center

800-222-1222

Police Department
(Non-Emergency)

815-741-5115

Fire Department
Lockport
Plainfield

815-838-3287
815-838-3287
815-936-5335

White Oak Library

815-725-0234

Lockport Park District
Crest Hill Office

815-838-3621
815-741-2964

JULIE (Underground Locator)
ComEd
Nicor
AT&T
Comcast
Allied/Republic Services

800-892-0123
800-334-7661
888-642-6748
800-ATT-2020
866-594-1234
815-723-3200

Joliet Animal Control

815-725-0333

SENIOR CITIZENS

Senior Services Center of Will County
800-892-1412
Illinois Dept. on Aging
800-252-8966
Illinois Dept. on Aging (after hours)
800-252-8966
Will County Sheriff’s Police TRIAD
815-727-5678
AARP
312-458-3631
Medicare
800-633-4227
SHIP- Senior Health Insurance Program
800-548-9034
(free consulting for alternative Medicare plans)

VETERANS

Metro Veteran Center
Veterans Assistance of Will County
Hines Hospital
US Dept. of Veteran’s Affairs
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WILL COUNTY OFFICES
Will County Land Use Dept.

815-727-8430

Will County Office Building

815-222-5515

Will County Clerk

815-740-4615

Will County Treasurer

815-740-4675

Will County Health Dept.

815-727-8480

CITY CLERK
Vicki Hackney
815-741-5100
WARD 1
John Vershay
815-726-4049
Scott Dyke
815-726-7905
WARD 2
Claudia Gazal
630-915-7449
Barbara Sklare
815-725-0479

708-383-3225
815-740-8389
708-202-8387
800-827-1000

MAYOR
Raymond R. Soliman
815-726-5846

TREASURER
Glen Conklin
815-355-1579
WARD 3
Tina Oberlin
815-953-4257
Marco Coladipietro
815-940-4156
WARD 4
Tom Inman
815-609-0636
Nate Albert
815-791-7495

The City Update is published for residents and businesses of the City of Crest Hill.
Please address comments to the Office of the City Administrator, City Hall, City of Crest Hill, 1610 Plainfield Road, Crest Hill, Il 60403.
Comments can also be sent to webadmin@cityofcresthill.com or you can call 815-741-5100. City Hall hours: M-F 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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