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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
CITY COUNCIL OF CREST HILL 

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
        November 1, 2010 

 
The regular meeting of the City of Crest Hill was called to order by Mayor Raymond R. 
Soliman at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the City Building. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison. 
 
Roll call indicated the following present:  Mayor Raymond Soliman, City Clerk Christine 
Vershay-Hall, City Treasurer Joe Bobikiewicz, Alderman John Vershay, Alderman Scott 
Dyke, Alderwoman Brenda Lelis, Alderwoman Claudia Gazal, Alderman Tom Inman, 
Alderwoman Tina Oberlin, Alderman Neal Sternisha. 
 
Also present were:  City Attorney Dave Ruttle, Deputy Chief Hertzmann, STP John 
Roberts, Working Foreman Eric Newberry, Building Commissioner Steve Kuczkowski, 
City Administrator John Tomasoski, Deputy City Clerk Janet Serdar. 
 
Absent was: Alderman Charles Convery, Working Foreman Eric Newberry. 
 
Mayor Soliman asked everyone to remain standing in honor of Officer Gerald Griner a 
Crest Hill Police Officer who recently passed away.   
 
Mayor Soliman presented a proclamation declaring the month of November pancreatic 
cancer awareness month. 
 
(#1) Motion by Alderman Dyke, seconded by Alderman Vershay to authorize a 
proclamation declaring the month of November pancreatic cancer awareness month. 
On roll call, the vote was: 
AYES: Ald. Gazal, Lelis, Inman, Oberlin, Sternisha, Vershay, Dyke. 
NAYES: None. 
ABSENT: Ald. Convery. 
There being seven (7) affirmative votes, the MOTION CARRIED.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Mayor Soliman presented the minutes from the regular 
meeting held on October 18, 2010 for Council approval. 
 
(#2) Motion by Alderman Dyke, seconded by Alderwoman Gazal to approve the minutes 
from the regular meeting held on October 18, 2010 as presented. 
On roll call, the vote was: 
AYES: Ald. Vershay, Dyke, Gazal, Inman, Oberlin, Sternisha. 
NAYES: None. 
ABSENT: Ald. Convery. 
ABSTAIN: Ald. Lelis.  
There being six (6) affirmative votes, the MOTION CARRIED.  
 
CITY ATTORNEY:  City Attorney Dave Ruttle informed the Council that there is a need 
for an executive session later in the meeting on personnel.   
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CITY ADMINISTRATOR: (8) City Administrator John Tomasoski informed the Council 
that there is a memo dated October 28, 2010 regarding the emergency repair program.  
This is for preliminary engineering services.  The Mayor explained that this is a grant and 
what projects would be done.  The Administrator explained these projects were discussed 
at a previous work session.   
 
(#3) Motion by Alderman Vershay, seconded by Alderwoman Oberlin to authorize the 
preliminary engineering services for the emergency repair program per the memo dated 
October 28, 2010. 
On roll call, the vote was: 
AYES: Ald. Dyke, Gazal, Lelis, Inman, Oberlin, Sternisha, Vershay. 
NAYES: None. 
ABSENT: Ald. Convery. 
There being seven (7) affirmative votes, the MOTION CARRIED. 
(52)  
 
(62) Administrator Tomasoski informed the Council that there is a memo regarding the 
Crest Hill rating and Build America Bond.  There was discussion on this program at the 
last work session.  The Council has two options.  We can have a work session on 
November 8, 2010 for further discussion and then reconvene tonight’s meeting until 
November 9, 2010 and take a vote on the bonds at that time.  The Council could also wait 
until the next scheduled meeting on November 15th and vote on the matter then.  
Administrator Tomasoski explained that even though the bonds are on the agenda, there 
is no need to vote on the matter tonight.  It was decided to reconvene the meeting until 
November 9, 2010 at which time the bonds could be voted on.    
 
(158) Administrator Tomasoski informed the public that there will be a work session on 
Monday November 8, 2010 for discussion on the tax levy and the evaluation study of 
City finances and financing options: taxable go bonds series 2010 (BAB).  There will be 
a work session on Tuesday November 9, 2010 regarding the collective negotiating 
matters between the public body and its employees.  This will be discussed in executive 
session.  Alderman Sternisha asked what we would lose on the timeline by tabling the 
bond issue until November 15, 2010.  Administrator Tomasoski explained that if this is 
approved on the 9th the bonding agent can move on with the bonds three days earlier.  
Alderman Sternisha asked if the questions aren’t answered on the 8th could we wait and 
take a vote on the 15th.  The Administrator said that we could.  Mayor Soliman explained 
that it was the recommendation of the bonding agent to vote on this on the 9th.  Attorney 
explained that we could reconvene the meeting on the 9th and continue it to a date chosen 
by the Council.  Clerk Vershay-Hall asked if the bond issue could be tabled until the next 
meeting.  The Attorney explained that if you table the matter you will have to call a 
special meeting rather than just reconvening it.  Anything that is on tonight’s agenda can 
be carried over, but you can’t add any new items.  Alderman Inman thanked the 
Administrator for getting back to him in regards to the power outages in Ward IV.  
Alderman Sternisha said that we are going to have a work session on this on November 
8th and because this is the largest bond to be issued in the city, it should be televised so 
that the residents can see what is going on.  Mayor Soliman said that it has been past 
practice that work sessions have not been televised.  Anyone that would like to attend the 
November 8th work session is welcome to do so.  Alderwoman Oberlin commented that 
we only had four people attend the last meeting.  Alderman Sternisha felt that people 
were having a hard time attending the meetings and doesn’t understand why we can’t 
televise this work session.  Alderman Inman said that it has been past practice that work 
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session aren’t televised.  The people that take care of televising the meetings are 
volunteers and may not always be available.  Alderman Sternisha said that it only takes 
one person to broadcast a meeting.  Alderman Vershay agreed that we should stand by 
our past practice of not broadcasting work sessions.   
  
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT:  (365) Mayor Soliman informed the Council of the 
report on file.   
  
SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT: (379) STP John Roberts informed the Council that 
there is a proposed ordinance amending chapter 13 of the code of ordinances pertaining 
to sprinkler water service charges.  This is for a second meter that is provided by the city 
for outside use that will not utilize the city sewer system.  Alderwoman Oberlin asked if 
we had something similar to this already.  STP Roberts said that we did not.  The Mayor 
informed the Council that this ordinance was brought up by Alderman Inman.  Alderman 
Inman informed the Council that he was approached by residents who have water their 
lawns and their landscaping.  Alderman Vershay asked if these meters would be 
inspected and they would.   
 
(#4) Motion by Alderman Inman, seconded by Alderwoman Lelis to approve an 
ordinance amending chapter 13, of the code of ordinances regarding water facilities. 
On roll call, the vote was: 
AYES: Ald. Oberlin, Sternisha, Vershay, Dyke, Gazal, Lelis, Inman. 
NAYES: None. 
ABSENT: Ald. Convery. 
There being seven (7) affirmative votes, the MOTION CARRIED.  
Ordinance #1545 
(483)  
 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT: (500) Building Commissioner Steve Kuczkowski had no 
report.  Alderwoman Oberlin commended Commissioner Kuczkowski and the staff for a 
great job in remodeling the Council chambers.  Alderman Inman, Alderwoman Lelis and 
the Mayor also commended the staff on a job well done in the Council chambers.   
 
(552) Alderman Sternisha asked if the Commissioner could go over the letter from the 
Fire Department.  The Mayor said that he would go over it under his report.  
 
POLICE REPORT: (567) Deputy Chief Hertzmann informed the Council of the report on 
file.    
 
(574) Deputy Chief Hertzmann announced that a 15 year veteran Police Officer Gerald 
Griner died suddenly while on active duty with the US Coast Guard.  Visitation will be 
on Tuesday November 2, 2010 from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Dames Funeral Home on 
Black Road.  The funeral service will be on Wednesday November 3, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. 
at Dames Funeral Home with burial at the Abraham Lincoln Cemetery in Elwood.   
 
MAYORS REPORT: (618) Mayor Ray Soliman informed the Council that he is in 
receipt of a letter from the Lockport Fire Department regarding a recent fire at Porky’s.  
The building has a sprinkler system and the fire was extinguished before the Fire 
Department got to the location.  Because of the sprinkler system there was no fire damage 
to the structure and with an easy clean-up process the business would be able to open in a 
short time.  The Mayor read the letter to the Council.   
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(709) The Mayor reminded the Council and residents that Tuesday November 2, 2010 is 
election day and urged everyone to get out and vote.   
 
CITY CLERKS REPORT: (750) City Clerk Christine Vershay-Hall presented the monies 
to report.  Police fines for October of 2010 were $4,703.22.  Telecommunication 
franchise for October of 2010 was $45,129.69.  Local use tax from October of 2010 was 
$20,339.64 for a grand total of $70,172.77.   
 
(765) Clerk Vershay-Hall informed the Council that there is a request from the Lockport 
Cobras Baseball team for a donation.  Any one that makes a donation of a $100.00 will 
get their name put on the teams traveling banner which will be displayed at every game 
and tournament that the team participates in.  Alderwoman Oberlin asked if these types of 
requests were accounted for in the budget and they were.  The Mayor reminded the 
Council that during budget talks we set a limit of $50.00 per request.  Alderwoman 
Oberlin asked if any of the funds have been used as of yet and they have not.  The Mayor 
thought that we have only used the money so far for flowers.   
 
(#5) Motion by Alderwoman Oberlin, seconded by Alderwoman Lelis to authorize a 
donation to the Lockport Cobra 15u baseball team in the amount of $100.00.   
On roll call, the vote was: 
AYES: Ald. Inman, Oberlin, Vershay, Dyke, Gazal, Lelis.  
NAYES: Ald. Sternisha. 
ABSENT: Ald. Convery. 
There being six (6) affirmative votes, the MOTION CARRIED.   
(820)  
 
(834) Alderman Sternisha explained that he voted no, because he felt we should abide by 
the $50.00 limit.   
 
CITY TREASURERS REPORT: (847) City Treasurer Joe Bobikiweicz had no report.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: (853) There was no unfinished business.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: (856) Mayor Soliman informed the Council of the Plan Commission 
recommendation which is the request (V-10-8-9-1) of Sightmark Inc. for a sign variance 
at 1608 Larkin Avenue for the re-facing of an existing sign and for three additional foot 
of signage.  Richard Mathis from Sightmark Inc. informed the Council that they would 
like to re-face the existing sign for Big Lots.  Mayor Soliman asked for comments and 
questions from the Council, there were none.  Mayor Soliman asked for comments and 
questions from the audience, there were none.   
 
(#6) Motion by Alderman Dyke, seconded by Alderman Vershay to concur with the Plan 
Commission recommendation to authorize an ordinance approving the request (V-10-8-9-
1) of Sightmark Inc. for the re-facing of an existing sign at 1608 Larkin Avenue.   
On roll call, the vote was: 
AYES: Ald. Lelis, Inman, Oberlin, Sternisha, Vershay, Dyke, Gazal. 
NAYES: None. 
ABSENT: Ald. Convery. 
There being seven (7) affirmative votes, the MOTION CARRIED.  
Ordinance #1546 
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(933)  
 
(961) Alderman Vershay informed the Council that he received a card thanking the City 
for the roses that we recently delivered to one of our residents that celebrated her 100th 
birthday.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: (974) Beautification, Alderman Dyke had no report but would 
like to schedule a work session in the future for discussion on the RV ordinance.  
 
Events, (990) Alderwoman Oberlin informed the public that the committee is accepting 
monetary donations for the food drive.  This is the city’s anniversary event for 
November.  There are a number of businesses in the City where the donation jars are 
located and we also have one in the water department.  Alderwoman Oberlin thanked all 
of the businesses that have the jars at their locations.   
 
Economic Development, (1039) Alderman Inman informed the Council that everyone on 
Council should have received a micro fiber cloth in their packet.  He explained that we 
took these to the convention that the committee recently attended and everyone was 
impressed with them.  Brian Gay came up with the idea because this is something that 
most people don’t throw out like pens or pencils.  You can use these to clean glasses.  
Alderman Inman informed the Council that we had a great location at the convention 
which was right near the entrance.  Mayor Soliman commended Brian Gay for a job well 
done as the Economic Development director.   
 
Cable, (1182) Alderwoman Oberlin informed the public that CHCTV did a taping on 
Halloween of the trick or treaters and some of yards that were decorated.   
 
(1210) Mayor Soliman informed the public that the Crest Hill Police and Lockport Fire 
Department will be having their annual basketball game on Saturday November 6, 2010 
at 10:00 a.m. at Richland School.  The basketball game benefits Special Olympics.   
 
(1247) Mayor Soliman informed the Council that Alderman Sternisha recently resigned 
from the communications committee.  The Mayor explained that since that time the 
Administrator has been taking care of the website.  The Mayor has decided to forgo the 
committee and put the Administrator in charge of the website.   
 
Memorial Committee, (1279) The Mayor informed the Council that there was a clean up 
of the memorial garden and he thanked all the people that came and volunteered.   
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS: (1318) Alderwoman Lelis expressed sympathy to the Griner 
family and also wished Alderman Convery a speedy recovery.  She also commended 
Commissioner Kuczkowski for a job well done in the Council chambers.  Alderwoman 
Gazal thanked the Lions Club for hosting the hot dog roast on Halloween.  She reminded 
everyone to get out and vote.  Alderman Vershay wished all the candidates good luck in 
the election.  He also expressed sympathy to the family of Officer Griner.  Alderman 
Dyke expressed sympathy to the family of Officer Griner and the Police Department.  He 
also thanked Amy regarding the proclamation for pancreatic cancer.  Alderman Dyke 
commended Commissioner Kuczkowski and the staff on a job well done in the Council 
chambers.  He wished Alderman Convery a speedy recovery and reminded everyone to 
get out and vote.  Alderwoman Oberlin expressed her condolences to the Griner family 
and the Police Department.  Alderwoman Oberlin read letters from Chaney-Monge and 
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Richland School thanking the events committee for the donation for the coat drive for the 
children in the city.  Alderwoman Oberlin thanked her committee for all of their hard 
work during the past year.  Alderman Sternisha reminded everyone to vote.  Alderman 
Inman offered condolences to the Griner family.  He thanked Amy for the proclamation 
and also thanked Commissioner Kuczkowski and staff for the improvements to the 
Council chambers.  Alderman Inman expressed thanks from Alderman Convery for all of 
the calls and concern he has received during his recovery.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: (1504) Daniel Pitts 654 Elsie Avenue expressed condolences on 
the loss of Officer Griner.  Mr. Pitts explained that he has lived in the city since 2004 and 
there is an area across the street from him that experiences flooding and the water flows 
into his driveway.  Several times city staff has come and checked on the property and 
have tried to eliminate the problem.  Mr. Pitts said that he has had to contact the Police 
Department and they have been great in responding.  Mr. Pitts explained that a few years 
ago he had to call Alderwoman Oberlin and commended her for all of her help.  He said 
that he does not always agree with what the Mayor says, but does feel he is looking out 
for the best interests of the city.  Mr. Pitts informed the Council that he did not realize 
that CHCTV was a volunteer group and would be interested in volunteering his time.  
Also, he has noticed that often times when you turn channel 6 on, the screen is blue.  Mr. 
Pitts asked if there was a way to videotape Sunday church services and run it when there 
is a free time slot.  Alderwoman Oberlin explained that we were having issues with the 
temperature in the cable room and some of the equipment was damaged.  That is the 
reason that you would see a blue screen.  We are working to get the temperate regulated 
and don’t want to fix or purchase new equipment until this is done.   The Mayor thanked 
Mr. Pitts for his comments and his interest in the city.  The Mayor explained that we have 
a cable organization with officers.  They host classes for anyone that would like to 
volunteer their time.  In regards to the church services, we have taped programs in the 
past when a special event was going on.   
 
 (1957) Mayor Soliman informed the Council that there was a need for an executive 
session on personnel. (2c-y).  
 
(#7) Motion by Alderman Inman, seconded by Alderwoman Oberlin to go into an 
executive session on personnel.  (2c-y). 
On roll call, the vote was: 
AYES: Ald. Sternisha, Vershay, Dyke, Gazal, Lelis, Inman, Oberlin. 
NAYES: None. 
ABSENT: Ald. Convery. 
There being seven (7) affirmative votes, the MOTION CARRIED.  
Executive session 8:05 p.m. 
(1963)  
 
(#8) Motion by Alderwoman Oberlin, seconded by Alderman Dyke to reconvene from 
the executive session on personnel.  (2c-y).  
On roll call, the vote was: 
AYES: Ald. Gazal, Lelis, Inman, Oberlin, Sternisha, Vershay, Dyke. 
NAYES: None. 
ABSENT: Ald. Convery. 
There being seven (7) affirmative votes, the MOTION CARRIED. 
Reconvened at 8:36 p.m. 
(1984)  
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(2000) There being no further business before the Council, and no action needed from the 
executive session a motion to recess the meeting until November 9, 2010 so that the 
Build American bonds can be voted on was in order. 
 
(#9) Motion by Alderman Dyke, seconded by Alderwoman Oberlin to recess the 
November 1, 2010 City Council meeting until November 9, 2010 so that the Build 
American bonds can be voted on.  
On roll call, the vote was: 
AYES: Ald. Gazal, Lelis, Inman, Oberlin, Sternisha, Vershay, Dyke. 
NAYES: None. 
ABSENT: Ald. Convery. 
There being seven (7) affirmative votes, the MOTION CARRIED.  
(2019)  
 
The meeting was recessed at 8:38 p.m. 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE RECONVENED  MEETING 
CITY COUNCIL OF CREST HILL 

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
November 9, 2010 

 
The reconvened meeting of the City of Crest Hill was called to order by Mayor Raymond 
R. Soliman at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the City Building. 
 
Roll call indicated the following present:  Mayor Raymond Soliman, City Clerk Christine 
Vershay-Hall, City Treasurer Joe Bobikiewicz, Alderman John Vershay, Alderman Scott 
Dyke, Alderwoman Brenda Lelis, Alderwoman Claudia Gazal, Alderman Tom Inman, 
Alderwoman Tina Oberlin, Alderman Neal Sternisha. 
 
Also present were:  City Attorney Sakelaris, STP John Roberts, Building Commissioner 
Steve Kuczkowski, City Administrator John Tomasoski, Economic Development 
Director Brian Gay. 
  
Absent was: Alderman Charles Convery. 
 
(#10) Motion by Alderwoman Oberlin, seconded by Alderwoman Lelis to open the 
reconvened City Council meeting from November 1, 2010.  
On roll call, the vote was: 
AYES: Ald. Dyke, Gazal, Lelis, Inman, Oberlin, Sternisha, Vershay. 
NAYES: None. 
ABSENT: Ald. Convery. 
There being seven (7) affirmative votes, the MOTION CARRIED.  
(17)  
 
(26) Mayor Soliman informed the Council that the only item on the agenda for discussion 
is the “Build America Bonds”.  The Mayor explained that the Council has had discussion 
for the past year regarding the infrastructure and sewage treatment plants.  There is a 
recommendation from Steve Larson from Baxter and Woodman.  It was decided that it 
would cost more money to rehabilitate the existing facility rather than build a new 
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structure.  We also have a recommendation from STP Roberts, the supervisor who has 
been with the city for over 25 years and from our bond counsel Bob Lewis.  A public 
hearing was held in September for discussion with the public on the bond issue.  We have 
had two work sessions since that time and the public was invited to attend.  The Mayor is 
in support of this program to replace the existing east plant.  We can apply for the Build 
America bonds, and with the economy the way it is we will hopefully get low bids for the 
project.  There will be no increase to the taxpayers for this project.  The Mayor informed 
the Council that Mr. Lewis is in attendance and would like to go over the changes that 
were made to the ordinance.   
 
(138) Mr. Lewis informed the Council that we applied for bonds in the 80’s when the 
plant was built.  Things have changed regarding bonds since that time.  There are a series 
of bonds that will be coming due within the next few years which will be a savings to the 
city.  Mr. Lewis went to page 40 of the documents.  This section refers to the senior bond 
and interest account, which is the account that pays the principal and interest on the 2002, 
2004 and the proposed 2010 bonds.  Monies from this account flow into the sinking fund 
account which is set up to take care of the term bonds.  Mr. Lewis explained that on page 
48 you will see the senior bond interest account and it goes to senior bond reserve 
account.  This will be the full funds for the 2010 bonds.  The depreciation account on 
page 43 is a bond account that is required by law to have if you operate a water and sewer 
system.   The law doesn’t dictate how much has to be kept in the account; it is up to the 
discretion of the City.  One thing you have to remember is that the old rule stays in effect 
until the 2002 and 2004 bonds have expired.  Then you can transfer over to the new 
account.  This is something that the Treasurers Office will have to keep track of.   
 
(299) Mayor Soliman explained that we had a work session last night to discuss the final 
details on this issue.  There is a need for the approval of an ordinance authorizing the 
“Build America Bonds” not to exceed $24,000,000.00.   
 
(#11) Motion by Alderwoman Oberlin, seconded by Alderman Inman to authorize 
approval of an ordinance for the “Build America Bonds” series 2010, not to exceed 
$24,000,000.00. 
On roll call, the vote was: 
AYES: Ald. Lelis, Inman, Oberlin, Vershay, Dyke. 
NAYES: Ald. Gazal, Sternisha. 
ABSENT: Ald. Convery. 
There being five (5) affirmative votes, the MOTION CARRIED.  
Ordinance #1547 
(316)  
 
(328) Alderman Sternisha informed the Council that in 2002 a county in Alabama voted 
to approve some financial transactions recommended by reputable financial analysts for 
their water and sewer system.  A decade later their water rates doubled and their bond 
rating went down.  One of the members of that board is serving a 15 year prison sentence 
and the sewer system is likely to go into receivership.  This is the result of the county 
board not understanding what they were voting on.  Alderman Sternisha explained that 
the city is not pursuing a similar restructuring, nor is he suggesting that we will end up in 
a similar situation.  Major repairs are needed at the east plant and he is not opposed to 
making the repairs or the “Build America Bonds”.  Alderman Sternisha explained that he 
cannot support this because this project is not free.  We have no long term strategy for 
funding future projects.  This upgrade is the first of a series of large expenditures that 
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include sewer lining and upgrading of the west treatment plant at the cost of 
$40,000,000.00.  This administration has not laid out any long term strategy for these 
improvements.  We do not know what type of rate increases will be needed in the future.  
We have only had one year to gather the information and present it to the residents.  
Alderman Sternisha would not like to vote on something that is being forced on him with 
no alternative.   
 
(456) Alderwoman Lelis explained that she supported the project because she is tired of 
seeing “bandages” on things in this city.  We have to correct problems.  Alderwoman 
Oberlin said she felt that this is a much needed improvement and the “Build America 
Bonds” are a good way to do it.  We have had a number of work sessions over the last 
year pertaining to this matter and it is a good move.  The east treatment plant has been in 
need of improvements for a very long time.  Alderman Dyke said that he realizes that 
$24,000,000.00 is a lot of money to spend but there will be no rate increase.  The 
residents are not going to see a rate increase because of this project.  We may not be able 
to do four blocks of street and water improvements like we have in the past, and only do 
two blocks at a time, but the treatment plant project is important and it needs to be done.   
Alderman Vershay said that the east plant is over 25 years old and is in need of repairs.  
When Carillon annexed into the city we told them we would build a new plant and we are 
doing it now.  Alderman Sternisha said that it was stated that the rates would not increase 
because of this project.  We will be exhausting our resources with this project and where 
are the additional funds going to come from for future projects.  What rate increases are 
going to be needed to raise the additional $16,000,000.00 for the other projects?  
Alderman Inman commended the Council and feels that we did the right thing.  
Alderwoman Gazal asked Alderman Sternisha what his plan is for the future, what is plan 
B.  Alderman Sternisha said that it sets the wrong example when the Council is told that 
this option is expiring and we have no other choice.  He doesn’t want this dictate what we 
are going to do in the future.  He would like to see us stop immediately and look over the 
design that was put in front of us.  We need to look at the items that are critical to running 
the plant versus the items that are nice to have and not critical.  Maybe we would find out 
that we only need to borrow 17 or 18 million versus 24 million dollars.  We have not yet 
discussed the cost of operating the new plant, unless this was discussed at a meeting he 
missed.  We need to set out a 25 year plan for spending over those years and calculate 
what rate increases would be needed.  We should be televising these work session so that 
more residents can see what is going on.  Alderman Dyke explained that anytime he has 
had questions he has always been able to contact STP Roberts and get the answers he has 
needed.  We have done temporary repairs to get us through with the plants and it is time 
to fix the problem.  Alderman Sternisha would just like to see these work session opened 
up to more of the residents because we have a lot of talented smart technical people in the 
city that might off us some insight.  Alderman Vershay asked Alderman Sternisha if he 
did not have confidence in the engineering firm we hired.  Alderman Sternisha explained 
that he has worked with them before and they are a good firm.  Alderwoman Gazal felt 
that this is the best way to go with the bond.  If we could not fix the problems with the 
east plant in the past, how are we going to do it now and exhaust our funds?  STP Roberts 
explained that this is going to be a new design.  Regulations have changed in the last 25 
years.  He explained some of the changes that are going to be made are dictated by the 
EPA.  Alderwoman Gazal said that if we fix some of the other problems we are 
experiencing it is going to cause a rate increase for the residents and that is why she cast a 
no vote.  We should have an alternate plan.  What would happen if we did not get this 
bond money?  STP Roberts said that we would have to try and keep up the plants the best 
we could with the funds we have.  Alderman Sternisha said that over recent years the 
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budget for STP has gone up about 8% every year.  Now that you are losing half of your 
capital how are you going to be able to have an increase in the budget and still maintain 
the equipment?  STP Roberts said that a lot of the capital went to maintain the plant and 
the other was trying to replace as much water main as possible.  We will have to back off 
on some of the projects.  Instead of doing an entire length of street, we may only be able 
to do a block or two at a time.  Also, the new plant will run more efficiently than the 
existing one.  We need to do some planning over the winter regarding our other projects.  
Mayor Soliman said that we did not exhaust all of our funds; we still have a cushion 
available.  This is with no new customers or any other additions.  We do need to make a 
long range plan and be fiscally responsible to the residents.  He commended the Council 
on the decisions that were made tonight.  The Mayor asked for comments and questions 
from the audience, there were none. 
 
(976) There being no further business before the Council, a motion for adjournment was 
in order. 
 
(980) Alderwoman Oberlin announced that CHCTV would be sponsoring a visit with 
Santa every Tuesday beginning November 23rd from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.    
 
(#12) Motion by Alderman Dyke, seconded by Alderman Vershay to adjourn the 
November 9, 2010 meeting reconvened from November 1, 2010. 
On roll call, the vote was: 
AYES: Ald. Lelis, Inman, Oberlin, Sternisha, Vershay, Dyke, Gazal. 
NAYES: None. 
ABSENT: Ald. Convery. 
There being seven (7) affirmative votes, the MOTION CARRIED.  
(992)  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:31 p.m.  
 
Approved this 15th day of November, 2010 
As presented________ 
As amended________ 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
CHRISTINE VERSHAY-HALL, CITY CLERK 
 
 
__________________________________ 
RAYMOND R. SOLIMAN, MAYOR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


